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The Department of Writing and Linguistics is pleased to announce recent faculty news: 
• Lisa Costello, Ph.D., has been awarded the Award for Excellence in Service for 2019-2020. 
• Christy Mroczek has been awarded a Certificate of Merit for Outstanding Advising by NACADA, The Global 
Community for Academic Advising. 
• Joanna Schreiber has received a stipend from the university’s Faculty Research Committee to support her 
project, “Examining Technical and Professional Communication Practices in Efficiency Management Models.” 
• The Fledge journal of outstanding first-year writing (a.k.a. fledge) was released at the First Year Writing Awards 
ceremony. Thanks to Kat Fallon, Ben Drevlow, and Christopher Smith for overseeing the publication. 
• The Calliope journal of student art and writing, based at Armstrong but open to all campuses, will be released 
next week. Thanks to Rob Terry for overseeing the publication. 
• Janet Dale’s, M.F.A., poem “oxytocin | ˌɑksəˈtoʊs(ə)n” was published in Really System (issue 26), and her poem, 
“A Perfectly Inelastic Collision” is forthcoming from Minerva Rising (Spring 2019). 
• Laura Valeri’s, M.F.A., critical essay: “The Tale: What a Film’s Narrative Structure Can Teach Us About Writing 
Trues Stories” was accepted by the journal Drunk Monkeys. 
• Melissa Carrion, Ph.D., was interviewed for an NBC News article focused on how to effectively communicate 
with parents opposed to vaccines. Her research, drawn from interviews with non-vaccinating mothers, was 
featured. 
• Nicole Rivas’s, M.F.A., short story, “Death of an Ortolan,” was selected for inclusion in The Best Small Fictions 
2019. Her short story, “Crumbs,” was selected for inclusion in The Best Microfiction 2019, and her short story, 
“Hatched,” was published in SmokeLong Quarterly. She served as a panelist on “Queering Genre Boundaries: 
Speculative and Fantastic in LGBTQ+ Writing” at AWP 2019 in Portland, OR alongside Darcie Little Badger, Nino 
Cipri, Rose Lemberg, and Maria Romasco Moore. 
• Nan LoBue, M.A.L.S., of the Department of Writing and Linguistics, and Peggy Lindsey, Ph.D, now at the 
Agricultural Technical Institute of Ohio State, recently teamed with Tracy Linderholm, Ph.D., of the College of 
Education to produce three modules on avoiding plagiarism, using APA style, and writing a literature review. 
These modules will be resources for graduate students in the College of Education. 
• Katherine Fallon’s, M.F.A., poems “Rasputin” and “You Return” appeared in Pretty Owl Poetry. Her poem 
“Often, and Without Shame” appeared in Screen Door Review. Her full-length manuscript, Gold Star, has been 
shortlisted for the Christopher Smart Prize for Poetry through Eyewear Publishing LTD. She has been nominated 
for the Georgia Author of the Year Award in the Poetry Chapbook Category for The Toothmakers’ Daughters. 
• Carol Jamison’s, Ph.D., article “Chivalry without Borders: A Classroom Collaboration between English and 
Spanish Medievalists,” co-written with Dr. Grant Gearhart, Ph.D., appeared in a special issue of the ADFL / ADE 
Bulletin: Globalization and Literary Studies. 
• Carol Jamison, Ph.D., recently reviewed English Vocabulary Today: Into the 21st Century by Barry J. Blake for 
Choice. In May, she will present “Patient Wives and Defiant Women: Toppling Toxic Masculinity in Chaucer’s 
Secular Saint’s Lives” at the 53rd Annual International Medieval Congress. 
• Kevin Psonak, Ph.D., presented “Teaching Language Change” in a webinar with Fulbright Scholar Olga Sciuchina 
and English as a Foreign Language faculty at the American Center – Tiraspol (Moldova) and Tirana University 
(Albania) on April 8. 
• Marti Lee, Ph.D, has successfully defended her dissertation “The Warped One: Nationalist Adaptations of the 
Cuchulain Myth” at the University of South Carolina. 
• Christina Olson’s, M.F.A., poetry manuscript The Last Mastodon won the 2019 Rattle Chapbook Prize. She has 
also been offered an artistic residency at Gullkistan, located in Laugarvatn, Iceland, for summer 2020. 
• Melissa Carrion’s, Ph.D., article “An Ounce of Prevention: Identifying Cues to Inaction for Maternal Vaccine 
Refusal” was cited in a recent opinion editorial that appeared in multiple sources including Newsweek, the San 
Francisco Chronicle, the Oregonian, and the website for the PBS News Hour. 
• Tony Morris’s, Ph.D., review of Neal Shepard’s How It Is: Selected Poems will be published in the upcoming 
Provincetown Arts annual magazine that publishes a uniquely balanced blend of interviews, essays, reviews, 
fiction, visual features, reportage, and poetry—demonstrating the vital importance of artists, functioning 
outside the urban centers. Morris also served as poetry judge for the 2019 Poetry Out Loud Contest, a national 
competition that encourages high school students to learn about great poetry through memorization and 
recitation, helping students master public speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn about literary history 
and contemporary life. Finally, Morris was invited to present a poetry reading in Athens, GA for the Word of 
Mouth Reading Series. 
 
